Thinking and Singing
20 April 2013

Room 349, Senate House, University of London

The aim of this conference is to find common conceptual ground amongst professionals engaged in singing teaching and performance and to identify some of the philosophical issues. The brief will be wide, taking in different styles of singing, and some technical innovations. As well as the scheduled papers, we invite students and practitioners of singing and other performers to make short contributions to the plenary sessions in order to create a comprehensive picture of what those in the field think, and what informs their approach.

Programme
10.15 am 
Registration

10.30 am
Keynote Lecture by Peter Wiegold (Brunel University)

‘That’s it!... oh, but I don’t want to know that!
The reaction of a student as she broke through to what seemed like a crucial idea in a composition tutorial. How much are we dealing with technique and how much with person in true coaching and performance?

11.15 am
The Mechanics of Freedom: the Alexander Technique and Skilled Performance



Tim Kjeldsen (Society of Teachers of the Alexander Technique)

12.00 pm 
Coffee

12.15pm
Somatic Coaching for Vocal Teachers



Robert Lada (Berklee College of Music)
1.00 pm 
Forum on the ontology of singing from different singing disciplines (popular music, 



spoken voice, etc.)



Chair: David Henson (Head of Music Theatre, London College of Music)

1.30 pm
Lunch break (lunch not provided)

2.30 pm
How can we Access the ‘Inner Life’ of a Song Through an Agreed Physical, 



Intellectually Disciplined, Creative and Original Approach to the Teaching of Sung 



Text?



David Henson (Head of Music Theatre, London College of Music)

3.00 pm 
Software Tools for Computer-Assisted Singing Analysis



Matthias Mauch and George Fazekas (Queen Mary, University of London)

3.30 pm 
The Voice of a Thousand Waters: Pluralism in Vocal Practice



Mark James Hamilton (Senior Lecturer, World Stages, Regent’s College London)

4.00 pm
Singing and Existentialism



Sara Clethero (Director, Opera Mint. Head of Voice, London College of Music)

4.30pm
Tea/coffee

4.45 -5.30 pm 
Symposium chaired by Peter Wiegold and including short contributions from students and practitioners

